Saksham Newsletter, March, 2021

The Saksham Charitable Trust has now completed eighteen years since it was registered on
the 17" of December, 2003 and the informal school that has been run by it, has also
completed the same number of years. It can genuinely be considered to be a successful
attempt in spite of all its limitations, as during this long period, a very large number of
children belonging to migrant families have been able to be initiated into the world of
learning, gain a solid primary education and pave their way towards the regular schools. They
have also been able to avail of the further advantage of attending supplementary classes to
help them in the higher classes.

Then and now, the school has been functioning in rented premises in Nithari Village, Sector-
31, Noida, in the National Capital Region.

We have never received any Government funding and the expenditure has been sustained by
large hearted donors and the credibility of this endeavour is borne out by the fact that most of
the major donors have continued their support for a considerable period of time.

In our newsletters, we have always tried to include a detailed recap of all the activities of the
school, apart from the regular daily classes. Unfortunately, from the time of the last
Newsletter and this one, the world itself has changed like never before and all so
unexpectedly.

Nithari Village in Noida, where the school is located, being a thickly populated cluster of
migrant families, saw the manifestations of how the pandemic wreaked havoc on the
livelihood of the hundreds living there. Most of the earning members being daily wage
earners or lowly paid staff in local factories and so on , savings are mostly nil and
occurrences of debts almost a given. In that scenario, when they were wrested of their
opportunities to work and earn, it became a question of actually staring at hunger in the face.
The major relief was from the many volunteering organisations, who distributed dry rations
and meals.

Many opted to return to their villages as it became next to impossible to pay the rent of the
tenements they were living in or to buy provisions. The others hung on with the hope that
things would turn around. But they were out of jobs for several months and many had to work
with heavily reduced remuneration.

The school had to be closed down of course. But the teachers had continued to receive their
salaries as with all of them, those small amounts did help towards sustaining their families.
This had been a well considered decision of the Trustees keeping in view that while the
Saksham Charitable Trust had made the accessibility to education of the children of these
migrant families its main aim, the larger intention has also been that of supporting the
marginalised in ways that are possible. This being a time when it would have been really
insensitive to ignore the dire straits they were in, the teachers were paid even when the
classes could not be held.



Well wishers associated with Saksham had distributed dry rations on a number of occasions
during the past months.
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Online classes would not have been feasible, as the non-availability of smart phones was a
hindrance. Yes, in a few cases, the father or the elder earning brother would possess one, but
those being available to the children was not a given.

Of course, before COVID made its appearance, the school had been going on quite smoothly
with its regular classes in both the morning and evening shifts as also all the other activities
and interactions that have always been woven into the functioning of the school, to give them
a wholesome exposure to the outside environment and to nurture their talents.



Here are some highlights of the activities that took place before Covid made its
appearance.

A dental camp had been organised by the Rotary Club of Noida.




Art and craft classes were being held on Sundays and this is something that the children
really look forward to as it gives them an opportunity to engage in some creative work.




Meet Jyoti, who had been volunteering for several months at the school .She would come on
Sundays and spend the whole day taking computer classes for different batches from 9 AM to
5PM. Jyoti works for a call centre, Provana India Pvt.Ltd. in Noida

Mid-day meals was earlier being provided by the Sai Anna Laxmi Foundation. The same had
been discontinued for a short while, but provision of lunch could be resumed before too long,
thanks to Mary’s Meals, India. They had also distributed dry rations several times, when the
pandemic had set in.

On 24™ October, 2019, a Diwali stall had been put up by the students in the office of M/s
Concentrix Daksh Services Pvt Ltd. who have been our patrons for the past several years,
where gift items made by the children were kept on sale. The event was very well received.

A Diwali stall was also put up in Zee Studio , Sector-16, Noida.



Ms.Anjali, from Perfect Mind (Renamed Qause) had visited the school on 13th November
and held a class on table etiquettes and as a follow up, she had taken ten students and one
teacher to a restaurant in Connaught Place and treated them to lunch there.

A puppet show had been arranged in the school on 15" November by the Hinduja Global
Solutions.



A workshop on child abuse was conducted by Ms. Archana of the Lioness club. Many
children and some of the parents attended.

There had also been visits from two other wings of the Lioness club, one on 21 November.
when they spoke about the importance of education and the second one on 28" November
that was arranged by Ms. Anita Gupta.

Ms. Rajeshwary Thiagarajan, President at Rotary International, had arranged for a visit to
The Great India Place, Noida for a group of students.

Law Students of Galgotia University , Greater Noida had visited the school and presented a
talk on Cyber Security.

The students of Saksham also participated in a drawing competition that was organized by
SSCA Noida on 3 December 2019 in the Noida Stadium and won prizes.

On an invitation from the HCL, 120 students of Saksham, accompanied by four teachers paid
a visit to their office premises on 24™ December and interacted with the staff and officers of
that organisation

On 31 December 2019, Mr. Emannuel with his team from EXL Service Pvt. Ltd., visited the
school and donated stationery items.



The New Year, 2020, had been ushered in by the teachers and students in the company of a
group of volunteers who had visited the school with gifts and snacks and durries.

On 30th January, a group of students from the Amity University had come to the school and
addressed the students on the subject of General Ethics.

A group of students took part in the folkdance competition during the Annual Basant
Panchami festival and won the first prize. Seen in the picture, is Ms. Manisha Seth , Trustee
Saksham, who has been looking after all matters regarding the day to day running of the
school and also taking classes for a group of the senior children.




On the 7" of February a group of children had visited HCL Art Gallery and Workshop

Some of the students had also participated in the Inter -school drawing competition held in
Saraswati Vidya Mandir and also won prizes.

Till the school closed down at the end of March 2020, tailoring classes had been going on
successfully with many students and some mothers attending on a regular basis.




All the major festivals are usually celebrated in the school . Unfortunately, in 2020, this
became impossible. On the day of Diwali , however , the teachers gathered in the school to

make the rangoli and light the diyas with the hope and prayer that the dark days would soon
disappear.
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A team of teachers had also visited “Concentrix” in August,2020, on their invite and had
received a collection of stationery .
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Towards the later part of 2020, the classes had very gradually and cautiously been resumed,
beginning with the seniormost class. It was ensured that only a minimum number of children
were in the premises at a given time, duly ensuring the distance to be maintained and masks
being worn etc.

Tailoring classes for the mothers had also been taken up again.

On Republic Day, sweets were distributed and the children made some beautiful drawings,
celebrating the occasion.
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The Saksham Trust has never received any Government funding and the work has always be
been sustained by donations from large hearted people. Some of our sponsors have been
consistently lending their financial assistance over a considerable period of time. We consider
that their trust in us lends credibility to our genuine efforts and we are grateful to them at all
times.

We gratefully acknowledge the contribution of Rs. 4.41 lakhs from M/s Concentrix for the
period April’20 to March’21.

We received Rs.1.5 lakhs from the Shamdasani Foundation. We respectfully also remember
our association with Late Shri Ramesh Shamdasani, who had kindly been helping us for the
past several years.

Shri K. Venugopal, Senior Advocate in the Supreme Court, has also been our sponsor for a
very long time. We thank him for the donation of Rs.1 lakh for the above mentioned period.

Ms. Akanksha had been associated with Saksham as a volunteer for many years when she
was in Delhi. She had regularly been teaching art and craft to the students of Saksham during
the weekends. She had got married and had relocated to Bengaluru and is now the mother of
a beautiful baby. She still carries a bit of Saksham in her heart. We are happy to receive a
donation of Rs. 20000 from her.

Shri Vinod Poddar, another well-wisher, who had been sponsoring the weekly nutritional
supplement of bananas for the children for many years, donated an amount of Rs.10000/ for
which we extend our grateful thanks.

Many well-wishers had donated in kind ...textbooks, notebooks, warm clothes, durries,
stationery and so on .Let us assure you every bit counts and helps towards the cause. So
thanks to each and every one of you.

A big thank you to Shri Madan Jha , who has been attending to the auditing of our accounts
from the time of its inception till date.

We sincerely hope this journey will continue and all of you will continue to be a part of it.
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